
Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission (APFIC) 

 
The Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission (APFIC) was established under the APFIC agreement as the Indo-Pacific 

Fisheries Council in 1948 by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.  APFIC is an Article 

XIV FAO Regional Fishery Body established by FAO at the request of its members.  The Secretariat is provided and 

supported by FAO. 

 

The subregions used marine subregions that broadly follow marine ecosystem boundaries e.g. South China Sea and 

Gulf of Thailand, Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea, and Sulu-Sulawesi and Timor-Arafura Seas.  These subregional 

areas are part of the FAO major fishing areas (MFAs): Western/Eastern Indian Ocean Northwest, Western/Eastern 

Central and Southwest Pacific Ocean (MFA 04),(MFA 06), (MFA 51 and 57), and (MFA 61, 71, 77 and 81) (see 

Appendix IV Fig. 1 and 2). 

 

APFIC's area of competence (i.e., the Asia-Pacific region) is the biggest producer of fisheries and aquaculture 

globally.  The Governing Body of APFIC is the Commission, which is advised by its Executive Committee.  The 

Commission may establish Committees and working parties to assist its work.  The function of APFIC is described 

in the APFIC agreement, and more recent sessions have elaborated that APFIC will act as a Regional Consultative 

Forum that works in partnership with other regional organizations and arrangements and members.  It provides 

advice, coordinates activities and acts as an information broker to increase knowledge of fisheries and aquaculture in 

the Asia Pacific region to underpin decision making. 

 

The Asia Pacific Fishery Commission (APFIC) held its Thirty third Session from 23 to 25 June 2014, in Hyderabad, 

India. The Fifth RCFM was attended by a total of 85 participants, 25 participants from 17 members and non-

member countries; 33 representatives from NGOs and regional organizations and 10 private sector participants.   

The  Thirty second  Session  of  the  Asia Pacific  Fishery  Commission  strongly  highlighted the issues associated 

with trawl fisheries in the region and agreed to take trawl fisheries 

model  through  which  to  directly  address  the  management  of  trawling  and  indirectly  to  build  capacity in 

fishery and ecosystem management approaches. The Thirty second Session of APFIC recommended the convening 

of an APFIC Expert Workshop on Trawl Fishery Management. 

The Secretariat presented  a working  document  APFIC/14/08  to  the  Commission.  The document summarizes the 

work undertaken by the Secretariat in relation to Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs) and a synthesis of the scientific 

knowledge about artificial reefs in the Region.  A survey has been sent to member countries, to be completed by 

June of 2015.   

 

The agreed upon focus areas for 2015-2016 biennial are: 

 

1.FAO/APFIC  will  convene  a  regional  consultative  workshop  on  the  identified  Commission priority theme 

covering:  

− Management of culture-‐based inland fisheries   

− The  responsible  enhancement  of  inland  waters  and  development  of  regional guidance for this.  

− The use of the ecosystem approach to support management of inland fisheries.  

− The  potential  for  development  of  a  regional  EAFM  training  course  for  inland fisheries in the region. 

 

2. FAO/APFIC will convene a second regional consultative workshop on the identified Commission priority theme 

covering:  

− Improving feeds for aquaculture, including low cost feeds  

− Improved responsibility and traceability of fish meal (in partnership with IFFO Improvers programme/REBYC 

II/Thai Fishmeal Dialogue)  

− Reduction of fish meal use in aquaculture feeds   

− The  economic  and  technical  case  for  use  of  formulated  feed  replacing fresh/trash fish   

− Feed alternatives supporting emerging aquaculture   

 



Asia and the Pacific are the most important regions of fish production in the world through their capture fisheries 

and aquaculture. Capture fisheries production in Asia and the Pacific region reached 48.7 million tonnes in 2010, 

representing over half of the world’s capture fishery production, valued at $48.3 billion. At the same time, the Asia 

and the Pacific region produced 53.1 million tonnes of farmed aquaculture products (excluding aquatic plants), 

representing 89 percent of global aquaculture production and worth some US$ 95.2 billion. 

 

Of the top ten producers of capture fish in the world, five states are in Asia and the Pacific region. China is still by 

far the largest producer in the region (15.7 million tonnes) representing 32 percent of the total regional production (a 

slight reduction over the previous biennium), followed by Indonesia (5.4 million tonnes, 11 percent) and India (4.7 

million tonnes, 10 percent). 

 

The APFIC Members are Australia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, France, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, 

Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor Leste, United 

Kingdom, the United States, and Viet Nam. 

 

Secretariat: 

FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific  

39 Phra Atit Road, Bangkok 10200, Thailand 

Telephone:  +66 2 281 7844   

Fax: +66 2 280 0445 

Web address: http://www.apfic.org  

 

 

Staff Contact  
 

NOAA Fisheries: 

 

Michael Abbey 

NMFS Office of International Affairs and Seafood Inspection 

Lead for Asia-Pacific Capacity Building 

1315 East West Highway 

Cubicle 10644 

Silver Spring, Maryland, 20910 

301.427.8355 (direct)  

301.938.9544 (Govt cell phone, international access) 

Michael.Abbey@noaa.gov 

skype: meabbey  

 

http://www.apfic.org/

